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admirers among the Syrians, with whose support 1 ruled over a few churches in the north till 1731. Tl consecration of Mar Thomas V by Mar Thomas I was felt to be invalid, and, to remedy the defect, tl assistance of the Dutch was sought ; but, being di appointed, the Christians had recourse to a Jewii merchant named Ezekiel, who undertook to conv< their message to the Patriarch of Antioch. He broug from Bassorah one Mar Ivanius, who was a man fiery temper. He interfered with the images in tl churches. This led to quarrels with the Metran, at he had forthwith to quit the State. Through tl Dutch authorities at Cochin, a fresh requisition w; sent to the Patriarch of Antioch, who sent o three Bishops named Basil, John, and Gregory. Ttu arrival caused fresh troubles, owing to the difficul of paying the large sum claimed by them as passa< money. In 1761, Mar Thomas V, supposed to ha-died in 1765, consecrated his nephew Mar Thorn VI. About this time, Gregory consecrated one Kurilc the leader of a faction that resisted the rule of Thorn VI. The disputes and quarrels which followed we ended with the flight of Kurilos, who founded the S< of Anjoor in the north of Cochin and became the fir Bishop of Tholiyur. Through the kind intercession the Maharaja of Travancore, Thomas VI underwe formal consecration at the hands of the Bishops fro Antioch, and took the title of Dionysius I, known al as Dionysius the Great. In 1775, the great Carmeli father Paoli visited Mar Dionysius, and tried to persua him to submit to Rome. It is said that he agreed the proposal, on condition of his being recognised Metropolitan of all the Syrians in Malabar, but nothii came of it. A few years after this, the struggle i